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 Happy New Year!  Seems we’re having a real winter this season, it’s cold and snowy.  Despite the 

weather, we continue to see construction and land use activity continuing right on through the season.  

Our building inspectors are out there every day, traveling a lot of road miles to conduct inspections, 

and meet with contractors and home owners on their projects.  Meanwhile, our planning staff has 

been busy processing land use planning applications for short plats, boundary line adjustments, home 

occupations, environmental checklists, code interpretations, zoning code and comprehensive plan 

amendments, preparing for the monthly meetings of the County’s Planning Commission, conducting 

workshops and public hearings, and drawing up resolutions and ordinances to effect decisions. 

In 2016 we issued 49 permits for new single-family home construction.  In the previous year, 2015, 

we issued 54 permits for new home construction.  We seem to average about 50 to 55 new homes 

each year.  Revenue from the collection of fees from the permits we issue for new home construction 

accounts for approximately 30% of the revenue collected by this department.  Other types of building 

permits issued by this department include those for grading, utilities (mechanical and plumbing), 

roofing, siding/windows, communications towers, additions/remodels, and commercial buildings.  In 

addition to issuing building permits we also issue permits for land use applications, residential burns 

(leaves/brush), and fireworks stands.  In preparing the 2016 annual department budget we had 

estimated revenue collected for the year to be about $540,000.  Reviewing the final reports for 2016 it 

appears we collected about 6% more than estimated, totaling $577,708. 

We have recently announced the open application period for the annual comprehensive plan and 

development code amendment cycle (see related article).  Deadline for accepting applications is 4:00 

p.m., Friday, March 31st.  

Looking further down the road, planning staff has begun preparation for the update of the County’s 

2018 Comprehensive Plan.  A decade has passed since the County’s Comprehensive Plan was last 

updated.  This coming year we will be reviewing the policies in the existing plan, chapter by chapter, 

identifying possible areas where amendments may be needed, collecting recent population and land 

use data, and updating maps.  While there have not been many changes in state’s Growth 

Management Act that would affect our update process, there have been some court cases decided that 

we will need to review to see how they apply to this effort.  Additionally, we anticipate a substantial 

update of the transportation chapter of the plan, as there have been several changes to our local 

transportation scene since the 2008 update, including the formation of a local metropolitan planning 

organization, and the completion of the Walla Walla Valley Metropolitan and Regional 

Transportation 2040 plan. 

Stay warm, drive safely, and when in doubt call us to see if you need a permit for that project you’re 

thinking about (509) 524-2610. 

Find us on the web at:   www.co.walla-walla.wa.us    
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the regulatory controls for 

development & land use activities. 

They include the County’s zoning 

code, critical areas regulations, 

shoreline master program, planned 

unit development ordinances and 

subdivision ordinances.  

The county’s Comprehensive Plan 

and Development Regulations are 

applicable to the unincorporated 

lands in Walla Walla County, only. 

This includes the Urban Growth 

Areas (UGA) of the cities of College 

Place, Prescott, Waitsburg, Walla 

Walla and Burbank, and the Rural 

Activity Centers (RAC) of Dixie, 

Lowden & Touchet. Incorporated 

cities have their own comprehensive 

plans, development regulations and 

amendment processes. 

Amendment Application Process 

– Applications for Comprehensive 

Plan & Development Regulation 

amendments must be submitted to 

the Walla Walla County Community 

Development  

2017 Walla Walla County Comprehensive Plan & 
Development Regulation Amendment Process 

Walla Walla County has begun its 

annual consideration of Comprehensive 

Plan and Development Regulation 

amendments. The amendment process 

is designed to solicit from the public, 

and other agencies and organizations, 

which may include County-sponsored 

amendments, suggested changes to 

the Comprehensive Plan and 

Development Regulations. Provisions 

for the annual process are established 

in Walla Walla County Code Chapters 

14.10 and 14.15.  

The Comprehensive Plan provides the 

framework for making land use 

decisions to accommodate the 

projected 20-year growth in the County. 

It contains the goals and policies 

intended to guide land use planning in 

a coordinated and comprehensive 

manner.  

The Development Regulations are 

the tools that implement the 

Comprehensive Plan. They provide the 

regulatory controls for development and 

land use 
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Development Department, 310 W. 

Poplar St., Suite 200, by 4:00 pm on 

Friday March 31, 2017. A schedule 

will then be followed to comply with 

state requirement and Walla Walla 

County Code to allow for opportunities 

for public review and comment. The 

Board of County Commissioners 

makes the final decision to approve, 

amend or deny an application.  

The department’s website 

(www.co.walla-walla.wa.us) will 

provide information on the 

amendment process, including 

information about the public 

participation process. The target for 

completion of proposed annual 

amendment docket is Dec 2017. 

        Defensive Driving by Ron Bull 

 

 

I was slow to complete my defensive driving course this winter because the icy, snowy, slippery 

roads slowed me down in the completion of my inspection rounds. As I learned in my class, 

remember to leave plenty of space between your vehicle and the one in front of you when the roads 

are bad. Many times, during our recent snows, I was in white out conditions. Luckily, I was soon 

traveling on plowed roads due to the tireless efficiency of our snow plow and snow melt crews.  
 

I love our avian wildlife, but when doves fly over ice – the brakes don’t get engaged, I was very sad at 

oil change time  when Paul & Daryl had to clean dove feathers out of my air filter. Unfortunately, the 

defensive driving course did not have a chapter on doves, pheasant, and wild turkeys. But I 

discovered that a moderate speed and a straight course will keep you out of the ditch. Four – wheel 

drive is also a great advantage. Polarized sunglasses are a must on Lewis Peak, as the edge of the 

road is hard to see in the bright sunshine reflecting off the snow. Always remember, do not go out 

on the roads if they are nasty, but if you need to…drive defensively. 

 

 

(L to R) Nina Baston, Todd Blevins and 

Lauren Prentice from our staff getting in 

on the 2016 Christmas Sweater fun. 

http://www.co.walla-walla.wa.us/


 
 

As a Code Compliance Officer, I hear some of the same questions repeatedly:  Why do we have codes? 

How can you tell me what to do on my own property? Don’t you think these codes are unreasonable? To 

the County, code enforcement is always about life safety and protecting property values: yours and 

your neighbors. It is never about intentionally infringing on your rights.  We are required to enforce the 

County’s codes.  We take our jobs seriously, and we understand that while our job is to enforce the 

codes, it is also to help people bring their properties into compliance with the codes.  We would rather 

help, than penalize. 
 

Those of us responsible for the enforcement of the County’s building and nuisance codes are required 

to be certified by the International Code Council (ICC).  The ICC is an association that is dedicated to 

developing model codes and standards used in the design, construction and compliance process to 

construct safe, sustainable, affordable and resilient structures. These codes have been adopted into the 

Walla Walla County Code.  
 

The need for these types of codes, and the compliance to them, became painfully clear recently in 

Oakland, California. The incident has become known as the “Ghost Ship Fire”. An electrical fire broke 

out among kitchen appliances in one of many illegal living spaces at the back of a warehouse. 

Horrifically, 36 lives were lost. “According to people who had spent time in the warehouse, the building 

siphoned power from neighboring properties, with exposed and overloaded electrical wiring running 

through the structure.” This is from an article that appeared in a recent issue of Billboard Magazine. 

Other articles have suggested that the stairs to the second floor, as well as many of the walls of the 

individual living spaces, were made of pallets. Many “walls” were simply rugs. Photos posted online 

from before the tragedy showed a building that appeared to be extremely unsafe for habitation.  
 

The ICC has posted the following on their website: “The ICC expresses its deepest condolences to the 

families and loved ones who suffered losses at the Ghost Ship artist venue in Oakland, California. This 

tragedy highlights the importance of adopting current building, electrical and life safety codes. 

Adopting and enforcing the latest codes and standards is the most efficient and effective method of 

creating safe buildings and communities. Cities, counties and states should review their safety codes to 

verify they meet the latest standards, and ensure enforcement of the codes by supporting the important 

responsibility of their Code and Fire Officials.” (December, 8, 2016 - http://www.iccsafe.org/news-

announcements/code-council-responds-to-oakland-tragedy/). Walla Walla County adds it condolences 

to all of those affected by this tragedy. 
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Why We Do What We Do 

http://www.iccsafe.org/news-announcements/code-council-responds-to-oakland-tragedy/
http://www.iccsafe.org/news-announcements/code-council-responds-to-oakland-tragedy/


310 W Poplar St Suite 200 
Walla Walla, WA 99362 
 
Main Line 509-524-2610 
commdev@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Inspection Request Line 509-524-2611 
 
Residential Burn Decision Line 509-524-2612 
 
Permit/Document Submittals  
permits@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Thomas E. Glover, AICP, Director  
509-524-2621 
tglover@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauri Withers, Permit Technician   
509-524-2614 
lwithers@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Felicia Gorze, Administrative Assistant  
509-524-2619 
fgorze@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Lauren Prentice, Principal Planner  
509-524-2620  
lprentice@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Blake Nass, Assistant Planner 
509-524- 2618 
bnass@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Todd Blevins, Building Official  
509-524-2617  
tblevins@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Ron Bull, Building Inspector I 
509-524-2615  
rbull@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 
Nina Baston, Code Compliance/  
Burn Control Officer 
509-524-2616 
nbaston@co.walla-walla.wa.us 
 

Inspection Hours 7AM – 4 PM 
Office Hours: 8AM – 5PM 
(Closed for lunch from noon – 1pm) 
 

NO PAYMENTS ACCEPTED AFTER 4 PM 

 

 

The Department of Ecology (DOE) Coordinated Prevention 
Grant (CPG) Program for Solid Waste Enforcement (SWE) 
is one of our regional partners. The team at the DOE’s 
Waste 2 Resources Program (W2R) have been a great 
source to bring grant money into Walla Walla County. 
Until July of 2015, this program was administered locally 
by the City of Walla Walla. However, with the new 
biennium the County has taken over local administration 
of this program, as required by the state.  
1 

CPG funds are grant monies funded by the State Building 
Construction Account (SBCA) meant to protect human 
health and the environment by reducing human exposure 
to toxins, reducing waste, ensuring proper management 
of solid and household hazardous waste, and promoting 
energy and resource conservation. CPG provides pass 
through funding assistance (with a 25% local match) for 
planning and implementing our SWE program. Since the 
State funds the CPG program, the amount available in a 
biennium depends on legislative appropriation. In the first 
half of this biennium (July 2015 – June 2016) this was over 
$40,000 in funds put back in to our community. Since July 
of 2011 that number totals over $209,000. Thank You, 
DOE! 

 Spotlight on our Partners – DOE CPG for SWE 

 

Monster 
Outlet 

 
Here is an example 
of what not to do. 

  
When installing 

outlets, do not plug 
a new outlet into an 
existing outlet in an 
attempt to extend 
its reach. This is 

unsafe. It is 
dangerous. Risk of 
electrocution and/or 

fire is present. If 
you’re attempting to 
re-wire your home 

or business and are 
unsure about safety 

and installation 
codes, please call a 
licensed electrician 
for help. We want 

you to be safe. 
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